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Minutes of
DoD Sexually Transmitted Diseases Prevention Committee (STDPC)

Meeting of 11 January, 00

Attending
LCDR Josephine Brumit, BUMED
Bill Calvert, NEHC, Chairman
Joel Gaydos, MD, WRAIR
Steve Heaston, NEHC
Barry Hoag, CNET
COL Kelly McKee, USAMRIID
Maj. Steve Niehoff, AFMOA/SGOP
LCDR Sharon Ludwig, USPHS/USCG
MAJ David D. Peterson, USACHPPM
Philip Renzullo, Ph.D., Henry M. Jackson Foundation
Donna Ruscavage, Henry M. Jackson Foundation
CDR Richard Shaffer, Naval Health Research Center (NHRC)
Maj. Steve Vieira, AFMOA/SGOP

Attending by Phone
Bob MacDonald, NEHC

1. Bill Calvert convened the meeting at 0930 at the Henry M. Jackson Foundation in
Rockville, MD.  Mr. Calvert welcomed a new representative, Maj. Steve Vieira, from
the US Air Force (AFMOA).

2. The minutes of the 16 November 99 meeting were reviewed, corrected, and
approved.

3. Bill Calvert updated the committee on the status of the PSHPC.  The PSHPC met on
16 December 99.  Lt. Gen. Carlton, AF Surgeon General and Chairman of the
PSHPC convened the meeting.  A recap and committee status is as follows:

• The PSHPC Charter was signed by SECDEF on 28 July 99
• The Injury Occupational Illness Prevention Action Plan was approved by Mr. de

Leon [(USD)(P&R)] on 16 September 99.
• The Alcohol Abuse/Tobacco Use Reduction Committee (AATURC) Action Plan

was approved by Mr. de Leon [(USD)(P&R)] on 7 October 99.
• The Joint Preventive Medicine Policy Group (JPMPG), Put Prevention Into

Practice (PPIP), Self-Reporting Tools (SRT), and the Sexually Transmitted
Disease Prevention Committee (STDPC) charters and action plans have been
fully coordinated through the Service Secretariats and DoD offices.  The signed
staff summary sheets and copies of the charters and action plans will be
forwarded to ASD(HA) and then to USD(P&R) for final approval.



2

• It was noted that Col. Dana Bradshaw will be assuming Chairmanship of the
JPMPG and CAPT (sel) Debbie McKay will be assuming Chairmanship of the
PPIP committees.

• It was noted that MG Robert Claypool, USA (ret) was appointed to serve on the
PSHPC as Executive Director of the Military and Veterans Health Coordinating
Board (MVHCB).  Presidential Review Directive-5 created the MVHCB.  The
STDPC requested the Chair obtain more information regarding this for the next
STDPC meeting.

4. There are some changes in the STDPC Action Plan resulting from coordination with
CAPT Robert Murphy, Executive Assistant to the Chairman of the PSHPC and Mr.
Rick Struss, Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Force Management
Policy) [OASD(FMP)].  Mr. Calvert modified the STDPC Action Plan in order to move
the plan into final coordination.  Mr. Calvert reviewed these changes with the STDPC
members.  These changes are reflected in the Action Plan and labeled “Draft Last
Updated: December 10, 1999”.  The areas modified were under the column
“Requirements” for B.3., B.5., and D.1.C.

• In regards to B.3., Joel Gaydos commented on studies linking various levels of
alcohol use and subsequent effects on testosterone levels and sexual activity.

• In regards to B.5., it was noted that the three leading sources of MWR profit are
in order of revenue generated, overseas gambling, tobacco sales, and alcohol
sales.  This is why the AATURC Action Plan raised a strong debate over early
draft versions which could affected sales and profits, from alcohol and tobacco
products.  It has been stated that these profits support other MWR activities and
these products are viewed as important to the morale of our service members.
The STDPC plan calls for linking the use of MWR programs to promote healthy
lifestyles and responsible attitudes toward sexual behavior.  The question of how
MWR operates arose and was generally described that MWR is governed by an
overall governing board noting that MWR programs on larger bases have more
autonomy.

• In regards to D.1.C., the original wording could be interpreted to dictate that
resale activities offer for sale certain prevention products which was not the
committee’s intent.  The female condom issue was raised regarding the limited
availability of this product in resale locations.  Cost per unit, limited shelf life, and
product demand/recognition were identified as possible barriers to carrying this
product in retail locations.  All agreed that an important criteria for the STDPC is
to promote prevention product availability and increase consumer demand.  If
this happens, the resale activity would respond to consumer needs.

• The STDPC expressed their support for keeping the “intent” of the original
wording in the Action Plan.

5. Bill Calvert, utilizing the internet connection provided by Henry M. Jackson
Foundation, demonstrated the STDPC Home Page, maintained on the NEHC Health
Promotion Website.  The web address is http://www-nehc.med.navy.mil/hp.  The
Website contains the latest information on the PSHPC, STDPC Charter and Action
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Plan, minutes of STDPC meeting, dates and locations of future meetings, contact
information, and Subcommittee work in progress.  The STDPC suggested providing
a list of participants including name, title and e-mail addresses.

6. Dr. Gaydos provided an update regarding the Prevention 2000 meeting in Atlanta
this March.  This annual prevention meeting will probably be the last one (possibly
due to financial reasons) for the groups that have sponsored it.  Dr. Gaydos has
submitted a proposal to present on DoD efforts to combat STDs through the STDPC.
Bill Calvert and COL Kelly McKee are co-authors.  To date, we have not been
informed as to whether his submission has been selected for presentation.

7. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has asked for national
comment on their latest HIV Counseling, Testing and Referral Guidelines.  Bill
Calvert had provided the draft guidelines to all STDPC members to give them the
opportunity to review them.  The introduction section of the guidelines stated that
prevention counseling was not uniformly offered in the military.  Mr. Calvert
explained that he took issue with this and has prepared a proposed change to send
to CDC.  The group agreed with his comments, and suggested Mr. Calvert ask CDC
to clarify how they came up with this statement.  Mr. Calvert will forward the
proposed changes to the CDC by COB today.

8. The Institute of Medicine (IOM), National Academy of Sciences, has invited Bill
Calvert, to serve on a liaison panel of the Committee on HIV Prevention Strategies.
This committee will propose a visionary framework for future national HIV prevention
activities and suggest institutional roles for federal, public, and private sector
agencies in the context of an overall HIV prevention strategy.  Mr. Calvert’s invitation
resulted from IOM’s identification of his role as Chairman of the STDPC.  Mr. Calvert
stated that he would participate and represent his role as Program Manager at the
Navy Environmental Health Center and that he could not officially speak for the DoD
or US Navy.  The committee suggested Mr. Calvert inform Lynn Pahland at Health
Affairs of this activity as a courtesy.  The IOM final report is scheduled for release in
July 2000.  A copy of Mr. Calvert’s invitational letter was distributed to committee
members who were interested.  The contact at IOM is Monica Ruiz, Ph.D., M.P.H.,
at (202) 334-2344.

9. Continue action items:  Reports from the two active STDPC Subcommittees.
• Epidemiology/surveillance

LCDR Sharon Ludwig reported that the group is working on Goal A.1.  They
are identifying and compiling a list of surveillance tools and qualities to look at
to evaluate them.  Through their networking capabilities, they will develop a
list of tools and summarize their qualities.

• Health Promotion/education
Steve Heaston reported that the group is developing a list of educational
activities involving STD prevention.  After the last meeting, the group
members would inquire into their respective services where STD prevention
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activities occurred.  This would include the time frame of boot camp to
advanced training, including general military training, and targeted
interventions.  There work objective at this point, then, is to identify “where we
are and where we are going.”

10. The STDPC set the next meeting location (February 17th) to be held at the Henry M.
Jackson Foundation (same location).  At that time, the room could not be confirmed.
BUMED was suggested as an alternative location if HMJF could not be reserved.
The STDPC set the March meeting date to March 23rd.  Joel Gaydos offered to host
that meeting at WRAIR.

11. Roundtable discussion began.

• CDR Rick Shaffer discussed innovative ideas for education and concerns for “what
is missing in educational content”.  By utilizing the Stages of Change model, his
group is looking at why people change.  For instance, there are many people who
contract an STD and never contract another one.  Contrary to this, there are some
who continually contract STDs.  What process then, is it that make changes among
those who get only one STD and never another.  NHRC and HMJF are looking to
understand this relationship.

• Donna Ruscavage updated the group regarding the HIV intervention developed by
the National Institutes of Mental Health they are adapting to military use.  They have
completed Phase 1 (focus groups) and are planning to move on to Phase 2 (pilot
test in all services), and eventually to Phase 3 (large scale implementation).  They
will be collecting urine specimens to check for gonorrhea and chlamydia as part of
the study.

• Donna Ruscavage provided the group with the Executive Summary of “A Tri-Service
Study of HIV Education and Prevention Needs in the U.S. Military” dated December
1999.  The full report will be made available at the next meeting of the STDPC.

• Joel Gaydos provided the group conference information of “STIs at the Millennium:
Past, Present and Future.”  This conference is a joint meeting of the American
Sexually Transmitted Diseases Association and the Medical Society for the study of
Venereal Diseases, United Kingdom.

The meeting adjourned at 1215.  Following a brief break, the Epidemiology/Surveillance
and Health Promotion/Education subcommittees would convene.

Minutes taken by: Bill Calvert, Chairman, STDPC


